Name:

Griffin Centre shops

Other name/s:

Location: 120 Edinburgh Road, Castlecrag, Sydney,
NSW.sSeven retail shops

Designer: Unknown, design approved by W.B. Griffin.

History: They were the second group of shops

constructed in Castlecrag. The first shops were
constructed in 1921 further west along Edinburgh
Road to a design by Walter Burley Griffin.

In 1924, coinciding with the construction of
further houses on the Castlecrag Estate,
architect/ builder S.A. Spargo lodged a Building
Application to construct four shops on land he
owned on the corner of Edinburgh Road and The
Postern. The four shops were constructed by S.A.
Spargo between 1924 and 1925 and the first
general meeting of the Castlecrag Progress
Association, was held in the basement of the
shops in November 1925. The shops have
undergone a number of changes including the
addition of a fifth shop at the eastern end. A
bakery was set up in the basement, an early
oven is still in place. In 1972/74 the basement
was altered to accommodate a Bistro in addition
to the then existing Wine & Spirit Shop that
replaced the bakery, and the amenities area. In
1991 major alterations to the fabric of the
building were made. But, despite these physical
changes to the fabric, the original design (ie the
height, form, bulk and scale) has been retained.

Source: "GRIFFIN CENTRE” SHOPS CASTLECRAG Robertson &
Hindmarsh Pty Ltd 27 May 2019

Description:

A crescent of four shops constructed of brick. The
roof, like that of the Griffin-designed shops built
in 1921 (demolished in 1970s), is a tiled roof
with stone parapets rising above the roof to
provide fire separation from any future adjoining
building.

The shops are of historical, aesthetic and social
significance at a Local level as an integral part of
the Griffin Heritage Conservation Area under
Willoughby LEP 2012 and as the only surviving
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original shops dating from the beginning of the
Castlecrag Estate. [For further information, refer
to source below.]

Source: "GRIFFIN CENTRE” SHOPS CASTLECRAG Robertson &
Hindmarsh Pty Ltd 27 May 2019

Heritage listing:

Willoughby Local Environmental Plan 2012 (WLEP
2012) amended 30 June 2023, Schedule 5 Part
1. Local significance.

Within National Trust of Australia (NSW)’s
Castlecrag Urban Conservation Area.

Statutory controls:

Statutory controls apply to heritage items or Conservation Areas.
They apply to works in the vicinity of a heritage item or adjacent
to a Conservation Area.

Willoughby Local Environmental Plan 2012

Willoughby Development Control Plan 2023.
Part H - Heritage items and heritage
conservation areas.

The Development Control Plan is a guideline document but with
no statutory force. Nevertheless, its provisions will be given
consideration by the consent authority when making decisions.
The DCP provisions are more detailed and are in addition to the
provisions of the Local Environmental Plan.

Consent authority:

Willoughby City Council.

Previous heritage
reports:

"GRIFFIN CENTRE” SHOPS CASTLECRAG
Robertson & Hindmarsh Pty Ltd 27 May 2019

Image:

CASTLECRAG

Castlecrag Album, promotional booklet by the
GSDA, (c. 1925-27)

Click on thumbnail for full size image and image details.
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References: Esther Leslie (comp.), The Suburb of Castlecrag: A
Community History, published for the Bicentennial
Community Committee of Willoughby Municipal Council,
1988, pp.126-28.

‘Castlecrag Album’ published in 1920s, shows a photograph

"GRIFFIN CENTRE” SHOPS CASTLECRAG Robertson & Hindmarsh
Pty Ltd 27 May 20190f the Castlecrag Shops.

Every effort has been made to ensure that information contained in the Griffin Inventory is
correct. If you find any errors or omissions, please email info@griffinsociety.orgAll information
and images on this page are the copyright of the Griffin Society or respective copyright owners.

Information for this item on this inventory last modified: 2026 January 25.
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