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Good afternoon everyone,

Thank you to the Walter Burley Griffin Society for your warm invitation to join you for this
very special occasion.

| begin by acknowledging the Traditional Custodians of the land on which we gather today,
and | pay my respects to Elders past, present and emerging.

It is a real honour to be here in Castlecrag for the unveiling of this extraordinary new work
— Marion’s Nature — commissioned by the Society and created by the remarkable artist
Sandra Pitkin.

I'd also like to acknowledge my fellow councillors and Council staff who are here this
afternoon, and thank you for joining us to recognise something so important to the heritage
and identity of our community.

Today is more than the unveiling of a sculpture.
It is a moment of recognition. A moment of tribute. And a moment of community pride.

Because we are here to honour and celebrate the life, vision, and enduring legacy of
Marion Mahony Giriffin - an artist, architect, and creative force whose influence continues to
shape not only the built environment around us, but the ideals we hold about place, beauty,
and harmony with nature.

Castlecrag is one of Australia’s most distinctive planned communities - a place where the
landscape is not something to overcome, but something to respect, embrace, and design
alongside.

The Griffin precinct is a source of deep pride for Willoughby, and Council remains strongly
committed to protecting its unique heritage, conserving its character, and ensuring that this
extraordinary legacy is understood and valued by future generations.

Marion was a pioneer. At a time when women’s contributions were too often overlooked or
left unspoken, she brought extraordinary talent, imagination, and depth to her work - and to
the work she shared with Walter Burley Giriffin.

Her drawings, her architectural thinking, and her understanding of landscape and form
helped shape Castlecrag into the remarkable place it is today.

And it feels especially fitting that we gather just one day after Marion’s birthday, to honour
her in a way that is lasting, public, and deeply connected to the environment she so
cherished.

This sculpture reflects something essential about Marion’s vision - the harmony between
the organic and the architectural, between the natural world and human design.
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Sandra Pitkin’s work captures that beautifully.

Marion’s Nature is finely detailed, nature-inspired, and deeply symbolic - an echo of
Marion’s own creative spirit.

| also want to acknowledge the resilience and determination behind today’s event.

After the disappointment of last year’s postponement and the damage caused by
vandalism, the fact that we are here today speaks volumes about the strength of this
community, and the commitment of the Society to protecting and celebrating our shared
cultural heritage.

To the donors, supporters, and volunteers - thank you.
To John Mclnerney AM, as Patron, thank you for your ongoing leadership and generosity.

To President Michael Thomson and all members of the Society - thank you for being such
dedicated custodians of the Griffin legacy.

And to our special guest speaker, Catherine Lassen - winner of the Marion Mahony Griffin
Prize - thank you for joining us and for continuing to elevate Marion’s story in contemporary
architectural practice.

It is also wonderful to have the Glenaeon School Choir with us this afternoon - young voices
bringing life and warmth to this occasion, and reminding us that legacy is something passed
forward, not only looked back upon.

For me personally, this moment speaks strongly to the idea of empowerment.

Because part of empowerment is ensuring that the contributions of women are not just
remembered quietly, but honoured publicly.

It is about recognising leadership, creativity, and vision - and ensuring that stories like
Marion Mahony Giriffin’s are held up as inspiration for generations to come.

On behalf of Willoughby City Council, it is my privilege to formally accept this sculpture as
part of the cultural fabric of our community.

We are proud to support initiatives that honour the history, creativity, and values that make
Castlecrag and Willoughby so unique - a place where design, environment, heritage and
community belong together.

My hope is that Marion’s Nature stands as a lasting tribute - not only to Marion Mahony
Griffin herself, but to the enduring importance of recognising women’s contributions,
celebrating artistic excellence, and continuing our shared stewardship of this remarkable
place.

Thank you all for being part of this special afternoon.

| look forward to unveiling this beautiful work together. Thank you.



